
              An Intimate Promise 
                  By: Sam Dilbeck 

Regional customs are curious. I always thought it was funny 

when the near kinsman gave his sandal to Boaz to relinquish 

his right (Ruth 4:7-8). Earlier, Ruth wanted Boaz to marry 

her, so she laid down at his feet (Ruth 3:4-7). In David’s old 

age, a woman named Abishag was brought in to warm his bed 

(1 Kings 1:1-4). 

 Another curious custom happens in Genesis. It is a 

patriarchal custom to seal a promise. In Genesis 24:2, 

Abraham said to his servant, “Put your hand under my thigh, 

that I may make you swear by the Lord.” Years later, Jacob 

said to his beloved son, Joseph, “If now I have found favor in 

your sight, put your hand under my thigh and promise to deal 

kindly and truly with me” (Gen. 47:29). 

 Putting a hand under the thigh was an important part of 

the pledge. The custom is not repeated in the Bible, and its 

origins are obscure. However, there are some similarities 

between the two events that may shed some light on the 

meaning of the ritual. 

 In both cases the one asking for the promise was elderly 

and infirmed, “Abraham was old, well advanced in 

years” (24:1), and Jacob neared death (47:29). Because of 

their frailties, the two patriarchs couldn’t accomplish their 

wishes. 

 In each event they sought the welfare of their families. 

Abraham wants a good wife for Isaac. Jacob desires to be 

Invitation 
Welcome everyone. We pray you will be strengthened by 
your visit with the Brighton Church of Christ. You are not 
just our guest, but you are welcome and wanted right here. 
Join our family of imperfect people perfected in by the 
blood of Jesus. Restrooms are located across the foyer 
near the front of the auditorium on the upper floor. If you 
need assistance in any way, ask any member for help. 
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Sunday Morning Schedule 
September 22, 2019 
Greeters  .......................................................................... Jensen 

Welcome ................................................................. Ron Jensen 

Song Leader ................................................... Andrew Williams    

Opening Prayer ................................................... Mark Thacker 

Communion Leader ................................................... Jon Picon  

Communion Servers ……………............................Marcos Celaya,                                        

…………...….…Kevin Zwolinski, Coby Mendoza, Frank DeShane   

                                                             

Scripture Reading ............................................. Kaden Dunham   

                                           Deut 18:15-22                        

Lesson .................................................................... Sam Dilbeck 

Closing Prayer ......................................................... Ron Jensen  

Sunday Evening Schedule 
Song Leader……………………………………..………Andrew Williams  

Opening Prayer .................................................. Kevin Dunham 

Communion ...................................... Jon Picon, Marcos Celaya 

Lesson .................................................................... Sam Dilbeck 

Closing Prayer .............................................................. Don Ball     
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Adult Class ............................................................... Tim Parker  
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Sundays: Bible Class 9:30a, AM Worship 10:30a, Afternoon 

Class 5:00p, PM Worship 6:00p                                            

Wednesdays: Ladies Class 9:00a, Bible Study 6:30p 

Building Clean Up for September  
 Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 
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buried with his fathers. Each included a there-not-here 

element. Abraham wanted Isaac’s wife to come from there, 

the land he left in Haran, not here, in the land of Canaan. 

Jacob wanted to be buried there, in the land of his fathers, not 

here, in Egypt. 

 Because of the import of the promise, both patriarchs 

appealed to the intimacy they shared with the one making a 

promise. There was a solemnity to the promise, indicated by 

the personal touch of placing a hand under the thigh. In 

addition, there is trust in the gesture. Allowing someone to 

invade personal space and expose their vulnerability implies 

deep trust. 

 Today, we have other customs to seal our promises. We 

cross our hearts, place a hand on the Bible, shake hands, sign 

contracts, or raise our right hand. These symbols may not 

carry the intimacy of putting a hand under a thigh, but they 

are an intimate pledge of our character. Like the ancient 

pledge of the patriarchs, our promise recognizes personal 

frailty and appeals to God as our strength and witness. 

 Another aspect to our promises is the “there not here” 

mentality. The binding of our oath is not here among men, but 

there, in heaven before God. Regardless of the quality of 

person we give our word to, it is God who holds us 

accountable. Likewise, our shared intimacy is not with our 

earthly fellow, but our heavenly Father.  

 Let us seek to be honest people of integrity as we represent 

Christ to the world. 

 

 

Announcements 

Prayer List 

Both Jim and Monte Hazlet  are having health struggles breathing 
and with heart problems.  Pray for their well being.   

Pray for Mike Erickson, Jennifer Jensen's father  who has 
stage 4 esophageal cancer .   

 

Ongoing prayers:  

Harold Price is healing after his fall.  

Shirley Adams is battling cancer.  

Bill Woloridge, the Austin’s friend, with his cancer and treatments.  

Stephanie Lord continues to deal with her liver disease.  

Baxter Sowell, Becca’s dad, is fighting cancer.  

Rochelle DeShane’s recent surgery.  

Jane Hanavan with her heart issues. 

Margie Stewart recovery from her recent fall 

Sam Sims stroke recovery  

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Food Drive  

A new list of items is on the Mountain States Children’s Home 

table in the foyer.  It is so important to gather these items before 

October 13th so the home can operate.   Thank you! 

Annual Brighton Ladies’ Event (ABLE) 

Date - Saturday, October 5th.   

Time - 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Speaker - Carla Moore 

Subject - "Choose Joy!" 

There will be 2 sessions with a short break in between, followed 

by a yummy lunch provided by Ron & his Crew! 

Contact Jennifer Jensen with questions. 

email - jensen515@sbcglobal.net  text - 720-936-6803      

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Sept. 23                     Jane Hanavan                      Birthday  

Sept. 23                     Ethan Wilemon                   Birthday  

Sept. 24                     Don Ball                                Birthday  

Sept. 28                     Don & Jane Ball                  Anniversary 

Youth Devo 

This Saturday is the youth devotional at the Sandoval’s 

home (13927 Hudson Way Thornton)  from 6:00-9:00.  Pizza 

will be provided.  Boys please bring drinks and girls please 

bring desserts.   

Family Matters Bible Study 

The  study on the 28th has been canceled.  The next study is 

October 12th.   

We need you!  

There are two teaching opportunities for Quarter 4 which runs 

October-December: 

Sunday, 4th-6th grades (male teacher) 

Wednesday, 1st-3rd grades  

If you can help, please let the Sandovals know! 

5:00 Classes 

5:00 p.m. classes today.   

News and Notes 

Please welcome our new member:  Alan Samuelson 

309.712.7565   alanwsamuelson@yahoo.com 

15314 E. 101st Ave.    Commerce City, CO. 80023 

Help Wanted 

Terry and Marie Duty are moving to Tennessee for health & finan-

cial reasons.  They would also love help packing and clean-

ing.  Thank you.   

Ladies Prayer Fellowship 

An evening of fellowship and prayer for all ladies is scheduled 

for Tuesday, October 15 at 6:00 pm  at Dale and Mechelle's 

house. Finger foods will be served.   


