
Christian Mercenaries? 
Sam Dilbeck 

During the Revolutionary War the British hired German soldiers to fight 

the colonists. Since most of the 30,000 German mercenaries came from the 

city of Hesse-Kassel, they were dubbed Hessians.  For twenty-five cents a 

day these soldiers became hirelings for the Red Coats. 

 On December 26, 1776, the colonists boosted morale and support by 

overwhelming the Hessians at the Battle of Trenton. Though the Hessians 

were skilled soldiers, they lacked passion. They did not have a vested 

interest in the war. In the end, they along with their employers were 

defeated. 

 History shows that those fighting for a cause despise mercenaries, 

whose greed and lust for killing reveals a missing conscience. They go 

through the motions of war without significant reason. They are heartless 

gunslingers, who kill for a dime and a dollar. 

 

Hirelings 

Jesus dealt with the mercenary mentality, “He who is a hired hand and not 

a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 

the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees 

because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep” (John 10:12-

13). 

 The shepherd-for-hire cares only about the money and his skin. He will 

not risk his life to protect the sheep. This same principle applies to soldiers 

who fight for money and not for a cause. 

 

The Good Fight 

Paul called saints to arms, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 

in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:11-12). Men of war wear armor. 

 Christians “fight the good fight” and “war the good war” (1 Timothy 

1:18; 6:12). Their battle is not carnal, but spiritual. They fight the lusts of 
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the flesh, the temptations of the devil, the attackers of God, and the deniers 

of the sovereign word of God. Christians attack the enemy by obeying God. 

Meanwhile, sin strikes a blow against God. 

 

Mercenary Preachers 

Christ does not hire soldiers or mercenaries to protect and uphold His 

name. Such action would be contrary to the foundation and nature of the 

war and of God. Yet many congregations hire preachers and try to make him 

a Christian Mercenary. 

 The main work of the preacher is to preach the word (2 Timothy 4:2-3). 

Some congregations think they are hiring preachers to visit the sick, 

evangelize the alien sinner, teach Bible class, participate in community 

events and head committees. But every Christian must “adorn the doctrine 

of God,” not just the preacher (Titus 2:10). All saints must exemplify 

friendliness and service to others. These duties fall equally on all Christians, 

not just the preacher. 

 Preachers, like all Christians obey God because they love Him, not 

because they receive a paycheck. Preachers visit, evangelize and teach 

because they are Christians and that is what Christians do. Congregations 

paying a preacher to fulfill his Christian duty in effect hire him to be a 

Christian. If a preacher gets paid for being a Christian, what is left for him 

to freely give God? Nothing. He becomes a Christian-for-hire—a mercenary 

in God’s war. 

 

Good Soldiers 

The church must not make hirelings of preachers. Congregations should 

financially support those who give full time to teaching the word (1 

Corinthians 9:9-14; Galatians 6:6). Most preachers preached before they 

were ever paid, and would continue to preach even if they never received 

another cent. Still, it is right to support men who give themselves “wholly” 

to the work of study and who teach both publicly and from house to house (1 

Timothy 4:13-16; Acts 20:20). 

 We need to get our priorities in order. The preacher must first study, 

ponder and prepare. Only then can he teach in season and out of season. 

His aim is not public relations (Galatians 1:10), but presenting the truth that 

rebukes, reproves, exhorts and saves—and doing it with civility. 

 Preachers should be serious about knowing and presenting the gospel 

to the community. The church does not employ preachers-for-hire. A 

congregation should support a man and his family for sacrificing all to 

preaching the word. Then it can encourage him to fulfill his Christian duty 

(as it would all other Christians) by visiting the community and making a 

good impression on the neighborhood because they “conduct [themselves] 

wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of the time” (Colossians 4:5). 

Announcements 

Prayer List 

Pray for Mike Erickson, Jennifer Jensen's father  who has 
stage 4 esophageal cancer. 

John Hart, a co-worker of Kristi, is fighting cancer.  

 

The heavy travel season is upon us.  Pray for all of us who will be on 
the roads or in the air.   

 

 Ongoing prayers:  

Shirley Adams is battling cancer.  

Bill Woloridge, the Austin’s friend, with his cancer and treatments.  

Baxter Sowell, Becca’s dad, is fighting cancer.  

Rochelle DeShane’s health problems.  

Jane Hanavan with her heart issues. 

Margie Stewart recovery from her recent fall 

Sam Sims stroke recovery  

Jim & Monte Hazlet, health issues 

              Birthdays & Anniversaries      

December 9          Mechelle Bishop              Birthday  

December 12         Coby Mendoza                 Birthday  

News and Notes 

Mountain States Children’s 

Home Holiday Food Drive  

TODAY is the day to bring items for 

the children’s home.  Please make 

sure to bring the items by tonight 

and to check the expiration dates.  

Let’s give them some holiday cheer.   

Check their table to see what items 

are most needed.   

Congregational Holiday Party  

The Congregational Holiday Party is 

this Friday, December 13th.  Every-

one is invited to share a potluck 

style meal.  For those who wish to 

participate there is a gift exchange.  

Each person who wants to participate 

will need to bring a gift, (under 

$20.00 please). Adults bring adult 

gifts and kids bring a kid gifts.  Each person pulls a number and 

gets to pick a gift off of the table.  But, each gift is subject to be-

ing taken from someone up to three times.  Everyone always has 

a good time.   

Brighton church of Christ 

Congregational Calendar 

In an effort to spread out events 

and not have conflicts Naomi 

Thacker puts together a yearly 

calendar.  If you are in charge of 

an event please look into what 

dates work best and let Naomi know.  If there is a conflict it will 

be easier to correct it earlier than later.  Thank you.   


