
           Ghostly Images    by: Sam Dilbeck  

 Have you ever looked at an x-ray of an arthritis spur? It is a 

small out-growth on a bone caused by irritation in the joint. A 

spur is painful and can restrict movement in the joint, even to 

the point of rendering the joint unmoveable. However, on an 

x-ray film, the spur is barely visible. Unlike the bone mass 

that shows up as white on the black film, the spur only has a 

faint outline. It is a ghostly image. It is strange how 

something so small, so unnoticeable can cause so much pain 

and suffering and even destruction of the body. 

 Many destructive things are just tiny ghostly images on 

the x-ray of life. Death comes at the bite of a wee spider. A 

virus can multiply and infect and kill millions of people. Even 

a splinter in a finger causes enough discomfort to keep even 

the most pain-calloused man awake at night. None of these 

things are large and intimidating. Rather, they are tiny, 

making only an outline, a ghostly image in our lives, yet their 

effects are overwhelming. Many spiritual dangers lurk in 

small, seemingly harmless things too. 

 Some who give their lives to Christ continue to plague 

their souls with some “small” sin that they refuse to give up. It 

may be a sip of whiskey to help them sleep, a foul word kept 

in their vocabulary or a little tidbit of gossip to appease their 

curiosity. They reason, “I’ve quit so many bad habits and have 

started many good ones, that God won’t mind if I hold to this 

one little vice.” Sure, they may have given up the adultery and 

idolatry and started assembling with the saints (Gal. 5:19-21; 

Heb. 10:25). Covetousness and greed have been exchanged 
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for kindness and brotherly love (Col. 3:5; 2 Pet. 1:5-7). God 

even dominates their conversations with neighbors. Sadly, 

there lingers a ghostly image of the former life that haunts 

their righteous ways and endangers their souls. 

 God does not work with scales! He does not weigh good 

works against bad works to find out which is heavier, or which 

side has more. Owning good and bad works at the same time 

cannot justify a man, even if the good out weighs the bad. 

Hence, a “good” life that has only a “small sin” or a ghostly 

image of the old life is still in danger of torment. God works 

with absolutes (Rev. 3:16)! Look at His language in Colossians 

3:5, “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you.” 

 Conversion requires the crucifixion of the old man and the 

walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:3-6). The newness of life is 

not a commingling of the old life with some new traits. It does 

not start by tearing down the old man and rebuilding on the 

same foundation. It does not put an image of a new life over 

the ghostly image of the old life. Newness begins with a blank 

x-ray film and builds up from there. There must first be the 

destruction of the old man, then the building starts on a new 

and completely different foundation. The new life is built on 

the foundation of Christ, not the foundation of the crucified 

old man of sin. 

 A tiny spur on a tooth of a gear can stop an entire 

machine. When the machine is down, the factory to stops 

producing. An unproductive factory loses profits. Then 

maintenance crews are sent to repair the machine, and the 

spur is removed. The arthritic spur with its ghostly x-ray 

image is removed by surgery to alleviate the pain. Likewise, 

the ghostly habits of the old life must be dealt with. Leaving 

sin in is as unnatural as leaving the factory shut down and 

more detrimental than leaving the bone spur. The “small” sin 

will cause spiritual failure just as quickly and surely as the 

“big” sin will. Beware of the ghostly images that seem 

insignificant, but are whirlwinds of destruction. 

Announcements 

Prayer List 

Pray for Mike Erickson, Jennifer Jensen's father  who has 
stage 4 esophageal cancer. 

Sam Stout, Jim Hazlet’s brother-in-law passed away last week.  
Prayers for the entire family.   

John Hart, a co-worker of Kristi, is fighting cancer.  

   

 Ongoing prayers:  

Shirley Adams is battling cancer.  

Bill Woloridge, the Austin’s friend, with his cancer and treatments.  

Stephanie Lord continues to deal with her liver disease.  

Baxter Sowell, Becca’s dad, is fighting cancer.  

Rochelle DeShane’s health problems.  

Jane Hanavan with her heart issues. 

Margie Stewart recovery from her recent fall 

Sam Sims stroke recovery  

Jim & Monte Hazlet, health issues 

Birthdays & Anniversaries      

November 6            Marcos Celaya              Birthday  

November 9            Zachary Wilemon         Birthday 

News and Notes 

Bridal Shower 

All ladies are invited to a bridal brunch honoring 

Missouri Derbigny on Saturday, November 9th at 11 

am in the fellowship room. Missouri is registered at Bed, Bath & 

Beyond and Amazon. Come join us in celebrating Missouri and 

Kevin's upcoming marriage! 

Gospel Meeting  

The Gospel Meeting starts today. The 

theme is “Good News!”   Potluck is right 

after morning service.  Services tonight 

through Wednesday night begin at 

7:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

December 13th                 Holiday Party  

Mountain States Children’s Home Holi-

day Food Drive  

Every month the food donations are need  but 

especially at the holiday season.  If we all will 

pick up just one item each time we shop by 

December 8th they will have a pick up worthy 

of the holiday spirit!  See their table to find the list of items 

needed.   

Soup Supper/Farewell Gathering 

In conjunction with the annual soup supper, we will honor Terry 

and Marie Duty before they move to Tennessee. Please join us at 

the building Friday, November 15 at 6:00 pm and bring your 

favorite soup or side dish. A sign up sheet will be posted on the 

bulletin board. Cake will be provided.  

Welcome to the Family 

We are so very happy to welcome to our congregation Carlos 

and Sandra Castro 9793 Downing St.  Thornton, CO  80229 

(720) 266-1748.  Sam baptized them into  Christ following wor-

ship Wednesday. He plans to be studying with Carlos and San-

dra together with other members of the family.  What wonderful 

news!! 


